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Martin Niemoeller

EDEN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

TO EXPRESS OUR SENSE OF FELLOWSHIP IN OUR
COMMON FAITH. AND TO ENCOURAGE HIM TO ABIDE
FIRMLY BY THE ASSURANCE OF THAT FAITH. WE THE
FACULTY OF EDEN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF THE
EVANGELICAL SYNOD OF NORTH AMERICA. REJOICE IN
EXERCISING OUR PREROGATIVE IN CONFERRING UPON

THE REVEREND MARTIN NIEMOELLER

THE DEGREE

DOCTOR DIVINITATIS

HONORIS CAUSA

WE ARE DEEFLY COGNIZANT OF THE IMPORTANT MISSION WHICH
YOU, TOGETHER WITH MANY OF YOUR BRETHREN. HAVE BEEN
CALLED UPON TO PERFORM FOR ALL CHRISTENDOM. IT HAS FALLEN
TO YOU UNDER PECULIARLY TRYING CONDITIONS TO PRESERVE
THE LIBERTY OF THE CHRISTIAN GOSPEL.

FULLY CONSCIOUS OF THE FACT THAT A BELIEVER OF THE GOSPEL
CANNOT GIVE OBEISANCE TO ANY OTHER LORDSHIP OVER THE SOUL
THAN THAT OF JESUS CHRIST, ST. PAUL REFUSED TO YIELD FOR A SINGLE
INSTANT TO THOSE WHO SOUGHT TO CURB THE “FREEDOM WITH
'WHICH CHRIST HAS SET US FREE" FORTIFIED SOLELY BY HIS CONSCIENCE
ROOTED IN THE WORD OF GOD. MARTIN LUTHER COURAGEQUSLY
DEFIED THE SUPREME CIVIL AND ECCLESIASTICAL POWERS OF HIS DAY
IN ORDER TO UPHOLD THE INALIENABLE RIGHT OF SPIRITUAL FREEDOM.
'WE BELIEVE THAT GOD IS USING YOU TO RENDER THE SAME KIND OF
SERVICE FOR OUR DAY.

‘WE HAVE APPRECIATED FROM THE START YOUR MANLY REFUSAL TO
SUBMIT TO ANY KIND OF AUTHORITY AT THE PRICE OF A COMPROMISE
OF THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL. YOU HAVE MAINTAINED YOUR STAND
THROUGHOUT THE SEVERE TRIALS OF THE PAST YEARS: YOU STILL
STAND FIRMLY FOR THE COMPLETE FREEDOM OF THE GOSPEL AT
THE PRESENT CRITICAL MOMENT. AND BY THE GRACE OF GOD YOU
WILL CONTINUE THIS LOYAL STAND FOR THE SAKE OF THE GOSPEL
BECAUSE YOU CAN NOT DO OTHERWISE.

IN TESTIMONY WHERBOF WE HAVE HEREUNTO
AFFIXED THE SEAL OF THE SEMINARY THIS THIRD
DAY OF JUNE ANNO DOMINI 1936.

"PRESIDENT

German theologian and Church leader
Martin Niemoeller, born on January 14,
1892 (died March 4, 1984), is best known
as a founding member of the Confessing
Church opposing the Nazification of the
German Protestant Church during the
Hitler regime and for the poem “First they
came...” He was imprisoned from 1937 to
1945 in Sachsenhausen and Dachau and
became a prominent spokesperson for
peace and denuclearization after World
War II.

The Faculty of Eden Seminary awarded
Niemoeller an honorary Doctor of Divinity
degree June 3, 1937, in part to help
shield him from execution by Hitler.
Eden’s president, Samuel Press, wrote in
the degree certificate, “We have
appreciated from the start your refusal to
submit to any kind of authority at the
price of a compromise of the truth of the

Copy of the Doctor of Divinity Degree Certificate

Gospel.”
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